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1. CHINESE LANGUAGE PRESS GAVE PARACEL STORY HEAVY 
NEWS PLAY. EDITORIAL REACTION WAS SPARSE. ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE PAPERS, STRAITS TIMES AND NEW NATION BEGAN 
COVERAGE UNDER PAGE ONE BANNER HEADS, BUT AFTER FIRST 
DAY'S FLURRY REDUCED STORY TREATMENT TO ROUTINE. 

EDITORIALLY BOTH PAPERS SAW INCIDENT AS HARMFUL TO 
EFFORTS OF PEKING TO NORMALIZE RELATIONS WITH NATIONS 
OF SOUTHEAST ASIA. CHINESE LANGUAGE PRESS ACCORDED 

STORY FRONT PAGE FOR FIRST FIVE DAYS AFTER CLASH AND THEN HAS 
CONTINUED CARRY PAGE ONE COVERAGE INCLUDING THIS MORNING S 
STORIES ON RELEASE OF PRISONERS IN HONG KONG. NEWS STORIES ALL 
BASED ON WIRE SERVICE REPORTS BUT WERE OBVIOUSLY SELECTED 
FOR THEIR BIAS IN PEKING'S FAVOR. "PRO-CHINESE" NEWS COVERAGE 
ESPECIALLY HEAVY IN NANYANG SIANG PAO (75,000) BUT 
SO FAR NANYANG HAS CAREFULLY AVOIDED EDITORIAL COMMENT. 
OTHER MAJOR CHINESE LANGUAGE DAILY, SIN CHEW JIT POH 
(90,000), GAVE COMPARATIVELY LESS SPACE TO STORY. BUT 
TOOK PRO PEKING EDITORIAL POSITION THAT WHILE US-CHINA 
DETENTE IS "APPARENT REASON" FOR US "NON-INTERVENTION" 

POLICY ON ISSUE, "REAL REASON IS THAT SOVEREIGNTY OVER 
PARACELS HAS LONG BEEN DETERMINED" (IN CHINA'S FAVOR). 

2. GOS OFFICIALS HAVE MADE NO PUBLIC OR PRIVATE 
COMMENT ON PARACEL ISLAND DISPUTE/INCIDENT AND WILL 
ALSMOST CERTAINLY CONTINUE TO REMAIN SILENT. GOS 
ENJOYS DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WITH SAIGON, RECOGNIZED DRV 
LAST YEAR AND HOPES TO DEALY ESTABLISHING RELATIONS WITH 
PEKING AS LONG AS POSSIBLE. ALTHOUGH GOS PROBABLY HAS GREATER 
SYMPATHY FOR GVN THAN ANY OTHER PARTIES TO DISPUTE, IT 

WILL CERTAINLY WISH TO AVOID GIVING NEEDLESS AFFRONT TO CHINA 
AND THE CHINESE-ORIENTED ELEMENTS OF ITS POPULATION ON THIS 
ISSUE. FOR THESE REASONS, IT WILL AVOID TAKING ANY 
POSITION OR BECOMING INVOLVED IN ANY WAY. 
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